
The parable of the 
unforgiving servant



Matthew 18 21-35
21 Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my 
brother sin against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” 22 
Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven 
times.
23 “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 
wished to settle accounts with his servants. 24 When he began to 
settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 25 
And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his 
wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26 So 
the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, 
and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the master of 
that servant released him and forgave him the debt. 



28 But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow 
servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to 
choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 So his fellow servant fell down 
and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30 He 
refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 31 
When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly 
distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had taken 
place. 32 Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked 
servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 And 
should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on 
you?’ 34 And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should 
pay all his debt. 35 So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if 
you do not forgive your brother from your heart.”



What did Peter already learnt?

Matthew 6 v14-15

For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive 
you, but if you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father 
forgive your trespasses.

Luke 17 v 4 (part)

….Pay attention to yourselves! If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he 
repents, forgive him, and if he sins against you seven times in the day, and 
turns to you seven times, saying, ‘I repent,’ you must forgive him.”



Elements

•We have been forgiven so much

•A change of heart

• Patience



We have been forgiven so much

Romans 3 v 23

For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus.



A change of heart

Romans 12 v 1-2

1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is 
your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.



A change of heart

Psalm 103 v 6-12

The LORD works righteousness and justice for all who are oppressed.

He made known his ways to Moses, his acts to the people of Israel.

The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

He will not always chide, nor will he keep his anger forever.

He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities.

For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear 
him;

as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us.

As a father shows compassion to his children, so the LORD shows compassion to those who fear him.

For he knows our frame; he remembers that we are dust.



Patience
1 Timothy 1:12-17
12 I thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he 
judged me faithful, appointing me to his service, 13 though formerly I was a 
blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent. But I received mercy 
because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14 and the grace of our Lord 
overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15 The 
saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. 16 But I 
received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ 
might display his perfect patience as an example to those who were to 
believe in him for eternal life. 17 To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, 
the only God, be honour and glory forever and ever. Amen. 



Patience
John 13 3 -10
3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he 
had come from God and was going back to God, 4 rose from supper. He laid aside 
his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his waist. 5 Then he poured 
water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with 
the towel that was wrapped around him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to 
him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?” 7 Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you 
do not understand now, but afterward you will understand.” 8 Peter said to him, 
“You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you 
have no share with me.” 9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but 
also my hands and my head!” 10 Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does 
not need to wash, except for his feet, but is completely clean. And you are clean, 
but not every one of you.” 



Recap

Elements:

1. We have been forgiven so much

2. A change of heart

3. Patience
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